S8 Feb23-24 Battle Of Aiken - Aiken, SC RS

‘:;? Mar 8-9 The Columns - Florence, SC &
o< Apr 5-6 Battle Of Cheraw - Cheraw, SC D
Z; Apr 19-20 Battle Of Charleston, Charleston, SC — Other %;:’
‘:,/; Apr 25-26 Fairview Church - Fountain Inn, SC — Other %;:7
g May 3-4 Battle For Columbia - Columbia, SC (a2
‘:;? May 3. Confederate Memorial Day - Columbia, SC gﬁ,
t:;? Jul 4-6 145th Gettysburg, Gettysburg, PA 5:7
S TBA Camp Of Instruction =
X2 Sep20-21 145th Chickamauga - North GA o8
‘:;:‘ TBA Palmetto Battalion Elections - Sesqui Park — Columbia, SC &;:7
oA Oct 18-19 Brattonsville - McConnells, SC N
SX TBA Secessionville - Charleston, SC RS
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o The year kicked off with the NCO School and | was pleased at the number of NCO’s and N
‘:j? Officers that attended. We will be using bugle calls this year and Roy Cloninger gave a clinic on the L:Q,
2 bugle calls that we will be using. | expect morning roll call following Reveille at 7:00 AM sharp and the &
‘://a adjutant and Sgt. Major will be at a given location to accept morning reports at 7:30 AM preceding E;:’
‘:;; First Sgt's call at 7:25 AM. William Pullman will be the other bugler. They will work together at L:;:’
~ga events. 27
124 Qs
Qe _ 1274
24 | heard several years ago that our battalion was at a crossroads. The statement was made o
NCA . . . . 127
&g that we have become an in-state Battalion and that we were no longer doing what our founding =
‘:j; fathers intended for us to do. The reason we were formed was so we could attend out-of-state events ‘:;:7
‘:,/:, and be recognized instead of being thrown in with anyone at the pleasure of the event host. Our &;:7
9 attendance at larger out-of-state events has been down during the last 7 years. Many of you said N
‘:;? that you wanted to go to the 145™ Gettysburg so | got in touch with the Carolina Legion and they ;;:,
@ invited us to join their brigade. | promised them a Battalion so that we would fall in under our own %>
c:;a command structure. As of today we have one third of the numbers that we need. | need for you to E;:’
‘:,/; commit. As | type this no Company Commanders have registered. Most of you are off on that %;:7

Qa  weekend and July the 4" is a holiday so team up with someone to carpool with. Registration ends on ~ 8g

‘:;? March 15, 2008 and the cost is $25.00 now. Twenty goes toward the registration and $5 goes toward ;;:,
Y Qg
Qa 274
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éfa the expense of bringing 5 supply wagons from Texas. We will be fighting with General Hood'’s oX
Xa  division. o8
Qe s 774
‘:ﬂ? The 145™ Chickamauga is during September. Registration is $10 until May 31, 2008. Again | gﬁ:,
ﬂ:;? have promised a Battalion. | will start that bandwagon shortly but right now | am concentrating on ;:,
&g  Gettysburg. =
Qe a7}
2 . . . : : : %
‘:;:‘ I have noticed that units are not supporting other unit’s reenactments. A classic example is g?
oA that the Butler Guards have supported other unit events and hardly any other units support their a3
‘:’/? event. Why? Last year at the Fairview event they were only supported by, well, themselves. A few ;:,
eﬁ members of the 13" and two members of C Company attended the event. There may have been a &3

Mo few more but | can’t recall them right now. If we are to expect support from the upstate then we need =N
Na  to support their event. It is a very good event and | have attended the last two years and | have hada 2§

(2] . . . . D
QA good time. This year the Battalion Staff has been offered to command the Confederates (as in the a7
2 past). |really hope to see many of you there. You will not be disappointed. é:,
gz//% How can we improve our beloved battalion? What are we doing to recruit new members? | %;:’
‘}j; have asked two people to come on board as staff members to serve as Quartermaster Sgt’s. Their %;:7
‘:,/:‘ duties would be to recruit members and to manage a uniform bank for new recruits. New members &;:7
SN  would be able to borrow uniforms for two or three events while they work on their kit. The uniforms XS
SX would have to be returned at the end of each event. The QM'’s would also hand out recruitment flyers éﬁ,
co;a to all spectators. The flyers do work. Until next time | remain, 3«7
N Your Obedient Servant, oX
Qe 1774
SX  Claude Sinclair RS
Y
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‘:,/:‘ Recently | picked up an old copy of the Camp Chase Gazette dated from 1996. It was interesting to &;:7
oA read through and see what was on the minds of re-enactors from eleven years ago. There were ads N
‘:;? from sutlers that are no longer in business. No one listed a web address or email in their ads and re- ;ﬁ:,
2 enactors had to be contacted by U.S. Mail or the good old land-line telephone (no cell). The main g%
‘Ifa concern of the day was the lack of the willingness to galvanize and real fighting taking place during E;:’
Na  battle reenactments. o8
Nga Much has changed in the hobby since then, but much has remained the same. | spoke with former &g
‘:;? Colonel Jim Ridge about a year ago and asked him the biggest challenge he faced as Colonel. His gﬁ:,
t:;? reply was that communicating to the members seemed always to be a problem. He said, “You have L:;:,
&g  agood program and the only way you could communicate it is by yelling it out over morning parade.” w2
‘},/; It would seem that with the advent of the Internet and email, that mass communicating with the troops %;{7
‘:;:‘ would be easier than it used to be. I've come to find out that it isn’'t. The battalion has been on the L-;:J
oN  web for about 10 years now, but many members don't visit the website or don’t have the Internet or XS
‘:;? can’t remember the name and password to log on. The Vindicator is available for free to anyone L:Q,
29 online; to those who are members or not. It includes announcements and other important info for the s
‘Z,/; membership. Sometimes disseminating information still comes down to yelling out stuff over morning %;:7
‘:;; parade. L:;:’
Vg Ultimately, the unit reps and company officers have to help get the word out to the membership 1a27)
‘:ﬁ? about what is happening. We may have to revert to the tried and true telephone to get that done. | LZ;:,
t:;? had a Sunday school teacher once who’d call me every time | missed a class (My phone stayed busy ;:,
Y Qs
Qe 1274
(22~) v/
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a lot). | think we could use some of those old school tactics in the Battalion. Call the fellows who
haven’t shown up in awhile and let them know that you miss them. Find out what is going on with
them. It may motivate someone to show up at the next event.

Colonel Sinclair did a fine job putting together the NCO school. The 23™ hosted the event at the
Columns. The fellowship and training were first rate. Well trained NCO'’s are the backbone of the
infantry line.

We get to showcase that training at two out-of-state events this year. Both are 145 Anniversary
battles, Gettysburg and Chickamauga. | am as excited about going on to the actual ground at
Chickamauga as | am about going to Gettysburg. Please get your registration fees to Colonel
Sinclair as soon as you can. The Palmetto State must have good representation at these events. Talk
it up among your pards.

I’'m looking forward to this year as your Lt. Colonel. See you on the field! | remain

Your obedient servant,

Bruce Blackmon

News from the South Carolina Confederate Relic Room
and Military Museum............ Krissy Dunn, Curator of History

The Confederate Relic Room sadly announces the retirement of John Bigham, Curator of Special
Collections. John served with the Confederate Relic Room for a total of over 25 years and his
expertise will be greatly missed! In John’s steed, | will be the new liaison to the Vindicator. | have
been working as the Curator of History at the Confederate Relic Room for over a year now. Prior to
this, | worked with Historic Columbia Foundation, Gettysburg National Military Park, and the Atlanta
History Center. Please feel free to contact me with any research requests.

In other news, the Confederate Relic Room is busy processing the McRae Collection. The Collection
is currently closed to researchers, but will reopen on June 1%. The McRae Collection offers a new
insight into the business dealings of the Confederacy in Europe and issues involved with blockage
running. For more information or to help with our ongoing fundraising, please visit our updated McRae
webpage: http://www.crr.sc.gov/support/mcrae/

Please make sure to come by the Confederate Relic Room and visit our new World War | exhibit,
“Forgotten Stories: South Carolina Fights the Great War.” The exhibit features the forgotten stories of
the 30™ and 81° Divisions as well as the 371 Infantry Regiment. Visitors will have the opportunity to
walk through a simulated trench, use interactive kiosks, explore exciting visuals, and listen to period
music. The exhibit is located in the new Confederate Relic Room exhibit space in the old mill cistern.
Admission to the Confederate Relic Room is $4 for adults, free for children on Tuesdays- Saturdays
from 10:00-5:00. The Confederate Relic Room is open the first Sunday of every month from 1:00-4:00
for $1 admission. For more information call 803-737-8095 or visit www.crr.sc.qov
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‘;;; Television coverage on the evening news brought home the reality of the Vietham War in the same %;:7
~oa way that photographs of the Confederate dead at Antietam and Gettysburg did 127
‘:ﬁ‘ 100 years before. One of the most graphic of these photographs shows four gﬁ:,
t:;? South Carolinians in a grave at Gettysburg. One of these men is Lieutenant &:7
%o William Lowndes Daniel, 2" South Carolina. In writing my book on the 2™ South &
‘},’; Carolina | discovered 6 war-time letters written by Daniel as well as a photo of %;:7
NA him. They reveal an intelligent man who was shocked by the violence and terror >
4] y g y 2
SN of war. The humanity expressed in his letters makes him one of my favorite Civil XS
‘:;? War soldiers. He admitted in his letters that he could not adequately explain the ;:,
(24 ) reality of what combat was like and the emotional experience of seeing dead and &
‘Z,’; mangled bodies. It is therefore very ironic that a photo of his dead body would %;:7
‘;;; bring that reality home. Daniel was born in South Carolina in 1833. He g:’
Vg graduated from South Carolina College in 1851 with distinguished honors. A 1a27)
‘:j? physician by training, he fought in the ranks. | styled him the "fighting physician.” He enlisted as a gﬁ,
t:;? private in the Palmetto Guards, Company |, 2" South Carolina. After the signal shot that exploded éﬁ::
&g  above Fort Sumter, his company had the honor of firing the first shot toward the fort. His unit saw =
‘}j; combat at 1* Manassas and skirmishing in Northern Virginia in the Fall of 1861 and on the Virginia %;:7
‘:;:‘ Peninsula in the Spring of 1862. They were then heavily engaged in the Seven Days Campaign at &;:7
oSN Savage Station on June 29, 1862 and two days later at Malvern Hill. In a letter he described the XS
‘:;? fighting at Savage Station, "I never saw balls fly thicker; it seems a miracle almost that so few were &
2 hurt, but still our loss was great." He then went on to describe his emotional reaction. "l have seen the D
‘If; ghastly dead upon the fields of blood and the suffering wounded till | am sick and tired of it, and trust | ‘:f:’
‘;,/; may never see the like again. The sight hardens some, but | must say it deeply moves my %;:7
QA sympathies....| saw men — Yankees — lying on the field with legs mangled, arms broken, brains shot 1a27)
‘:;? out, and alive on the third day....| have seen enough to make a heart of stone bleed and such sights ;;:,
t://? trouble me much." 5:,
Do  His unit missed the 2™ Battle of Manassas and he was with the army during the Maryland Campaign, 2
‘}j; but too sick to participate. His unit stood behind the Stone Wall at Fredericksburg, but it is unknown %;:7
R what he thought about the terrible slaughter that occurred in front of the wall. He was promoted to L-;:J
“? lieutenant on May 1, 1863 just as the Chancellorsville Campaign began. He wrote that his unit XS
‘:;? "occupied some important positions, but had very little active fighting” in that battle. These positions L:;:,
29 included near Salem Church. As a physician, he was detailed on May 4, 1863 to help care for the v
‘Z,/; wounded. Gathering four soldiers to act as nurses he went to a building which was probably Salem %;{’

wa  Church. Entering the structure he withessed "a sickening spectacle of dead and wounded.”" The Union 2g

g troops left their wounded behind for the Confederates to care for. "l took as good care of them as the 27
‘:ﬁ circumstances allowed," he wrote home, "gave them water, dressed their wounds, had something for L:;:,
2§ them to eat....The wounded Yankees seemed very grateful to me for my attentions.” Daniel left g
;,/; Fredericksburg on June 2 on the long march to his destiny at Gettysburg, exactly one month away. %;:7
‘:j; The weather turned hot and many broke down as they marched almost 20 miles a day. He was ‘:;:7
QA detailed to stay behind and care for those members of his brigade who were sick or exhausted to (277
‘:ﬁ? keep up with the fast pace. His instructions were to bring them along slowly with plenty of rest stops. LIQ;
‘:;? He had to leave a few behind, but he was able to get most going and eventually catch up with the ;:,
Sg  army. It would have better for him if he had not succeeded. On the late afternoon of July 2, the 2™ wgs
‘}j; South Carolina made one of the heroic charges of the war. They jumped a stone wall, crossed a field ‘:;:7
‘;,/; and the Emmitsburg Pike and then angled left across the Rose Farm toward Union artillery on the %;:7
QA Wheatfield Road. The unit sustained heavy casualties, but got to within a few yards of the Yankee a2
‘:;? cannon when the order to "move by the right flank" was mistakenly overheard by the 2™ South ;Q,
2§y  Carolina. Survivors of the attack were furious about this mistake. Instead of capturing the artillery, the >
Z; men pulled back and moved to their right. The cannon blew huge holes in their ranks. One of the L:;:’
‘;,/; casualties at about this point in the attack was the "fighting physician." He lingered for a few hours. %;:7
Qe (774
teg ) s
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Bo  His dying words were "Inform my father that | died doing my duty and am prepared to die." He died
Q2 not knowing that his younger brother, a lieutenant in the 7" South Carolina had been wounded about
QA the same time and would die the next morning. Tragically, despite efforts of a mutual friend to inform
o8  each brother, both brothers died unaware of the other® death. His hometown paper noted that, "No
28  more generous nor gallant spirit has been sacrificed on our country® altar . . . than that of the brave
&g Yyoung Daniel who had been fitted and prepared for usefulness, and a conspicuous place in society."

R=a  On July 5 or 6, Alexander Gardner photographed the unfinished grave of four dead Confederate

oA  soldiers with their names on a headboard just west of the Rose Barn. The third from the left is

2R Lieutenant Daniel partially covered by a dirty army
29 blanket, his head thrown back, swollen and

o disfigured. The body to the left of Daniel in the

N= photo is Septimus Miles of the Palmetto Guards.
Nga Captain Ralph Elliott, commander of the Palmetto

o N Guards, wrote MilesGamily that "I had a headboard
247 prepared with his name and company marked and
S placed on his body, but before implements could be
‘}j; procured to dig the grave our whole line was

Qa ordered to retire, and his body was left" behind. It is
g reasonable to assume the same scenario for

24, Daniel. Here begins a mystery. Five different

(24) people documented seeing the headboard of

do  William Daniel, Miles and the others, but a few hundred yards east of the Rose Farm. Recent

%= research has solved this part of the mystery. Shortly after the photo was snapped, Rose moved

QA several bodies in fear their decaying body would contaminate his well. But there is more. Eight years
o later the Ladies Memorial Association contracted with Rufus B. Weaver, a Philadelphia physician and
2§  anatomy professor to remove the identified South Carolinians from Gettysburg to Magnolia Cemetery
&g in Charleston, South Carolina. On May 10, 1871 74 crated skeletons arrived at the cemetery. Grave
‘},/; #28 contained 9 bodies, the other 3 men in the photo and 6 others. Curiously Daniel® name is not on
Qa  the list. Since 5 different people saw Daniel® name on a headboard it is likely that the headboard was
oA  still readable in 1871. There are several possible answers to this riddle. Possibly the family removed
28  the body for burial in his hometown. This seems unlikely since there is no record of his body in any of
29 his hometown cemeteries and if the family had come to remove his body they would also have taken
do  his brother® remains home. His brother® body was removed in 1873 by Weaver and reburied in

Na  Richmond® Hollywood Cemetery. Possibly William Daniel® body was removed at that time and

QA reburied in Hollywood Cemetery. If so, there is no record of it. One last scenario remains. Of the 9

N Dburied in grave #28, 1 of the names is for a man with no Compiled Service Record. In other words, a
29 man by that name did not serve in the war. Perhaps the 9" man is the "fighting physician”. As an

&g  interesting postscript to this story, a volunteer at the Adams County Historical Society in Gettysburg
‘}j; recently discovered a tooth with a note saying that the tooth was extracted by Gettysburg resident

QA William T. King from William Daniel, 2" South Carolina. The tooth was sent to family descendants for
o  burial in South Carolina.

Y ~ ~ ~ ~

29 EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. Wycoff is a distinguished historian who has graciously agreed to share some
Mo  of his articles with our readers. His mail address is mac.wyckoff@gmail.com . He is working on a

N2 new edition of the 2" SC and would like to know if anyone can share info about the following:

SX  Mike and Julia:

90 My 3rd SC will be going to the publisher very soon so | have turned to re-doing my 2nd SC. This

2sg morning | came across something | thought you might know about or be interested in helping me learn
‘},/; about. | am rusty on the details of the 2nd after spending so many years concentrating on the 3rd SC.

QA  An article in the Atlanta Constitution of July 15. 1895, page 7.
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Bo Dahlonega, Ga., July 14 - The Signal announced recently that Colonel (a post-war rank) W.P. Price, oo

‘:,/; during his recent visit to the battlefields of Fairfax County, Virginia, had found a flag which belonged to %;:7
QA the regiment to which he was a member - the Second South Carolina Volunteers. The flag was (a7
‘:ﬂ? entrusted to Miss Nannie Thomas, of Fairfax courthouse, by the gallant Colonel J.B. Kershaw, now gﬁ:,
ﬂ:;? deceased, some time after the battle of the first Manassas. Miss Nannie was the niece of James W. ;:,
&g Jackson of Alexandria, who killed the colonel of the New York Zouave regiment and was himself =
‘}j; immediately shot down. This young lady was often at the dress parades of the company, and became %;:7
‘:;:‘ a general favorite with the command. Her father lived at Fairfax and was a prominent lawyer and g?
9 citizen of Virginia. The flag has been preserved all these years and has been presented to Colonel a3
‘:’/? Price by the two daughters of Mrs.. Nannie Eglin, the Misses Julia and Ethel, in turn to be given over ;:,
29 to Pulliam camp of veterans at Greenville, S.C. This will be done as soon as it is convenient for T
‘Ifa Colonel Price to do so in person. E;:’
Qe (a7
(2] . . D
z,/:‘ Is this something you have seen or know about? e;a
Qe

Y

Qe
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X2 EXPLOSIVE NOTES o
Do . . 27
gax FROM: Bob Wolf, Palmetto Battalion Artillery Commander %S
2 g
Qe 274
o4 T
‘}j; Recently, | was asked what artillery piece | thought represented the most rare and valuable cannon ‘:;:7
‘:,/:‘ from the War Between the States, should somebody want to buy a collectible piece of artillery? &;:7
Qe (a7
‘:;? This question has to be qualified in order to give a good answer. There are many “one off and &:,
g  prototype designs” that were tested by both sides and these are all valuable. | have set the following s
;f; criteria as the benchmark | will use to arrive at the answer, so consider the following: 3:’
Qe a7}
teg) . : : 2
Nga - We will only consider ordnance that was actually contracted for production by the CS or 7
‘:ﬁ? Federal Armies; by doing this we eliminate all of the so called “prototype and one off” designhs gﬁ:,
25~ submitted for testing and evaluation. %
SCA . . . . . . Y
S - To qualify, the piece not only had to be built, but it has to have been issued to troops in the v
‘Z,/; field, for actual combat use. %;:7
‘;;; - The piece must be a single (1) shot, muzzle or breech loading cannon. It will not include the L:;:’
N Gatling gun, Auger gun or any other multiple shot piece, that may also qualify as an early 2%
‘:ﬁ? forerunner of the machine gun. gﬁ:,
‘:;? - Ammunition has to have been contracted for the piece in question, under a CS or Federal ;4:,
Y ordnance supply contract. s
c:;a - Lastly, the piece has to have some written and or photographic evidence that it actually E;:’
Na existed. o8
Qe 1274
‘:ﬂ? Some of you will complain that these criteria eliminate unique and historically significant pieces and ;ﬁ:,
‘:;? that is true, but they are reasonable and the information we will present can be documented. So lets L:;:,
c»;a go back to the original question; the answer is provided below. 3;
4] Qs

W=  In my opinion, the rarest artillery piece would be the “Mountain Rifle” used by the CS forces from Dec. 2L
oA 1861 up to the end of the war. This piece was only built by Tredegar Iron Works, located in Richmond N

‘:j? VA, under a contact as issued by the CS Ordnance Bureau. There is no similar Federal piece in their L:Q,
Y v/
Qa ¢
Y Qg
Qa 1274
oY s
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éf; arsenal and that’s what helps to make it rare. It was an unusual and seldom seen piece when it was o8
‘:,/; new and it is VERY, VERY RARE today. %;:7
Qe s 774
‘:ﬂ? Consider these facts about the Mountain Rifle: gﬁ:,
o3 RS
c:;a - It was designed specifically to be used by Cavalry, for fast action or hit and run attacks on the E;?
Na enemy. S
‘;;; - It was designed to be towed by horses, not packed by them, like the Mountain Howitzer. g:’
R - It was designed to give an increased trajectory and field of fire, compared to the older M1840 (a7
‘:’,? Mountain Howitzer. gi:,
ox - It was designed as a rifled gun, but it had a bronze tube. RS
t:;? - It was designed to use the same no. 1 carriage, as built for and used under the Mountain éﬁa
) Howitzer. This carriage is sometimes incorrectly referred to as the “Prairie Carriage” that came o
Na into use later. o8
‘:;; - It was designed to be towed behind its limber, by two (2) horses or mules. g?
g - It was designed to be operated with a four to five (4 to 5) man crew, following a similar load-ing g
X and firing sequence to the Mountain Howitzer. RS
g vgs
gj; According to the Tredegar records, this piece commenced production Dec. 20, 1861 and continued %;:7
Ng  until June 20, 1862, with only twenty (20) pieces being completed. The technical specifications of the %;:7
= Mountain Rifle are provided below: %;:7
Qe 3¢9
‘:;? - The bronze tube is 45.35” long and has a bore diameter of 2.25". éﬁj,
t:;? - The tube has three (3) inverted “V” grooves for rifling, with one (1) twist in 45", L:;:,
S - The tube weighed about 200 Ibs. and the completed piece weighed about 700 Ibs. with 2N
xa implements and equipment. o8
N - The limber when loaded added an additional 500 Ibs. %
teg™] : ) : : vgs
‘:,/; - The limber chest was mounted on a wheeled carriage, but it was not easily removable. %;:7
ﬁé? From the onset, this piece was not very popular with either the makers or the troops who used it; the z
c:;? most commonly heard issues from the field and manufacturing problems are listed below: L:%
20 i
2 - The tube was cast of bronze; this material was expensive and took considerable time in the %;:7
Nga foundry to pour, grind down imperfections and then polish. 1a27
‘:ﬂ? - Bronze cost 4 times more than iron; the tube cost exceeded $500.00 per unit, compared to the ;ﬁ:,
‘:;? iron used in a Mountain Howitzer that cost only $140.00 per tube. L:Q,
(24) - The tube is rifled, but not in the normal sense; it has three (3) inverted “V” shaped grooves cut v{s
‘Z,/; into the walls; this was supposed to allow the ball/ cartridge to be more stable in flight. This %;{’
‘:;; was a big manufacturing issue, due to the unusual design and added time it took to cut. L:;:’
N - Ammunition was made only at the Richmond arsenal and was always in short supply. (277
‘:ﬁ? - The real cost was in the carriage and equipment; to save money, the tube was built to mount LIQ;
‘:;? on a no. 1 carriage, which is the same on used under the Mountain Howitzer. ;:,
t24) - No horse or mule pack system was ever designed for this piece, similar to the one used by the g%
Z; Mountain Howitzer; Cavalry units were forced to pull it behind horses or mules. L:;:’
‘},/; - The no. 1 carriage is short and has a narrow track; it does not pull as fast as horses could be %;:7
N ridden, therefore it did not tow well and was easily overturned by ruts or rough terrain. This (77
‘:;? meant the Cavalry had to slow down, to allow the piece to keep up, which is contrary to their gﬁ:,
‘:;? intended use by the CS Army. L:Q,
teg™)] s
‘Z,/; The CS Ordnance department elected to stop production after only a small number of guns were %;{’

N  produced and they concentrated their efforts on the “old reliable” 12 Ib. Mountain Howitzer. This piece (277%

z,/:, was first adopted in 1840 and had a bronze tube, which was replaced in 1854 by an iron tube. It was e;a
2 X2
(22~) v/
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éf; popular and dependable and was used by Cavalry on both sides. In fact, most people do not realize oN
‘:,/; that over 100 were made by Tredegar and Noble Brothers (CS contractors) and 388 were made by %;:7
QA  various Federal contractors. These production numbers make the Mountain Howitzer the fourth (4) (a7
‘:ﬂ? most popular artillery piece on either side, used during the WTBS. gﬁ:,
o] T
c:;% Tredegar delivered all twenty (20) to Cavalry units in the field, with over half of the guns assigned to %;:’
‘}j; the Army of Tennessee and the balance to Virginia units. There is no record indicating any of these %;:7
‘:;; were used at the Battle of Lookout Mountain, but they could have shown their worth at that fight. The 317
9 records do indicate that two (2) pieces were assigned to Col. John S. Mosby’s Partisan Rangers and a3
‘:’/? four (4) pieces went to Gen. Wheeler's Georgia Cavalry units. ;:,
4] Qs
‘If; Due to complaints, the CS Ordnance Bureau ordered all these pieces returned to Tredegar in 1864, %;:7
‘;;; but only ten (10) were returned. The tubes were melted to use the bronze elsewhere and the car- %;:7
QA riages were fitted with 12 Ib. Mountain Howitzers and were reissued. At about the same time, the a2
‘i’,? Richmond arsenal stopped making ammunition for them and the units in the field who had the guns, &:,
t:;? were forced to make cartridges and cast balls to be able to fire their pieces. This situation most likely &:,
&g would have created a desire to get some other gun that they could get ammunition for and | suspect s
‘}Z; some were just abandoned along the roadways traversing the south. Z
‘:’/? One of the Mosby guns resides in the 45™. Infantry Division Museum in Oklahoma City, but the end of éﬁ:;
‘:;? the muzzle was cut off and the serial number is unknown; this piece is missing both the carriage and éﬁ,
2 limber. This piece is displayed proudly with its story, for all to see. Two (2) tubes (barrels only) are in T
‘If; the West Point Museum Collection and both are incomplete, with their carriages, implements and 3:’
%? limbers missing and they are not on display. z
‘:;? There is only one (1) known “Mountain Rifle” that is 100% complete, with the carriage and limber and gﬁ:,
t:;? it is currently for sale. This gun (serial no. 1552) was captured after the fall of Richmond in 1865 and &:,
&g  was taken back to Pennsylvania as war booty. It has remained in the same family ever since and they w2
‘},/; are advertising it as the “only remaining, complete CS Mountain Rifle”. They have a Sotheby’s %;:’
Ra  appraisal for it and their asking price is a whooping $189,000.00; the gun is all original, except for a g
‘:;? later and incorrect color paint job. Take the time to view the photos of this piece, that are found at the ;ﬁ:;
‘:;? fol-lowing website: www.bronzecannon.com/america_cannon.htm or you can enter “Tredegar L:Q,
&g Mountain Rifle” in Google and go the 5". choice and click on it, then scroll down 4-5 pages to this v
‘Z,/; piece; you \_Ni_II find several color photos, a period photo of the soldier who captured the gun and the %;I’
‘:;; story describing it. L:;:’
Qe a7}
‘:ﬁ? Together, these four (4) tubes represent a 20% survival rate compared to the number produced, LZQ,
t:;? which is remarkable under the circumstances. So how does story this tie back to our re-enactment ;:,
o  efforts here in South Carolina? =N
QA  Some believe that two (2) of the guns found in Earle’s Battery at the Battle of Rivers Bridge, were a7
‘:ﬁ? Mountain Rifles, but there is no CS documentation to support that fact in writing, only a sketch made LIQ;
‘:;? by a newspaper artist. It is possible that Wheeler's Georgia Cavalry gave or traded two (2) of their ;:,
2§ Mountain Rifles to Earle’s Battery, as they started their retreat into South Carolina, but that's D
‘If; conjecture on my part. Lastly, it is also possible that anyone who saw a Mountain Howitzer in the field ‘:f:’
‘;,/; from a distance, could have mistakenly identified it was a Mountain Rifle. That would be an honest %;:7
QA  error, especially for a person who was not an artilleryman, because the guns looked similar. It is safe 1a27
2 to say that this very RARE artillery piece won't show up at a local event any time soon. ;2:,
Z% In closing, | want to add that only two (2) modern foundries that make reproduction cannons, cur- L:;:’

‘},/; rently cast this piece. They include Steen and Cannons Online and they have delivered one (1) piece %;:7
Q@ each and both went to Virginia based units. If you consider all of the facts, with the manufacturing and 7
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2R R A R B DR AR R B ORORAR AR
Se &
‘:g operational problems that surrounded this gun, | think most people would agree with me, that the o8
‘:,/; “Mountain Rifle” qualifies as the most rare artillery piece that fought in the War Between the States. %;:7
Qe s 774
‘:ﬂ? I've said enough for one sitting, so chew on this, while | go burn some powder. Feel free to contact me gﬁ:,
ﬂ:;? by E-MAIL at: “boomboomwolf1863@yahoo.com” or you call my cell phone at 843-992-5489, anytime. ;:,
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