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Parade Rest – Col. Claude Sinclair 
 
            The Palmetto Battalion shined at the Campaign of Chickamauga.  We looked good in the camps, 
drill, and on the battlefield.  The Palmetto Battalion was ordered to take Reed’s Bridge and to hold it.  
Under a murderous fire we took the burning bridge and doused the flames and we held the bridge under 
the cover of the wood line and ravine.   Thanks for all of you that made the trip.    
 
            Elections were just held and I think everyone had a good time.  Someone brought it to my 
attention that the numbers were low.  I did count that 4 units had no representation present.  I don’t know 
how to solve that problem but it is up to each unit to get involved in battalion business or to hold their 
complaints. There were some good by-law proposals made and they all passed.  I think that the Palmetto 
Battalion will benefit from those proposals.  I really hope that families will take advantage of the family 
membership plan.     
 

  I want to take this time to reflect on my first year as Colonel.  First of all I feel honored to be 
given the opportunity to lead you.  It has truly been a pleasure.  Membership is up from this time last year 
and people are still turning in membership fees.  Participation for events is up for the third straight year.  
Some companies continue to grow and some are in decline while some are holding their own.  I 
encourage units to recruit.  It is difficult to recruit for new members if you are not attending events.    We 
attended two National events with good numbers and proved that we can set-up a military camp with light 
camping and still have fun.  I think that we have a strong staff and they have been a tremendous help this 
term.  I could not have made it this year without them.  Support from the battalion has been great.  We 
held a productive staff meeting and I would like to hold two staff meetings per year.  We need to set-up a 
recruiting tent at each instate event.  Perhaps this can be done at the Provost tent.    

 
We have not set which two out-of-state events to attend this reenacting year but the Battle of 

Resaca is being kicked around.  The Georgians have invited us to come and fight Confederate.  They 
have also agreed to attend Aiken this year.  Do we extend them the same courtesy as they are giving us 



and invite them to come and fight Confederate?  The Battle of Resaca is about an hour shorter than the 
travel to Chickamauga.   It is fought on the original battlefield and the battles are well scripted.  We 
proved that we can take the Battalion in good numbers to out of state events even when gas has been a 
problem.  A venture into the Tar Heel State would also be good.   Give this some thought and send in 
your suggestions.   

 
Please remember those who are fighting in harms way and for battalion members who are sick.  

Say an extra prayer for those.                                                                                                              
 

Your Obedient Servant, 
 
Claude Sinclair 
Colonel 
Palmetto Battalion 

 

 
 

 

From the Adjutant 
1

st
 Lt. Archie D. Kennedy 

 
Wow a lot has been accomplished since my last article. 

 

Chickamauga was a great trip. I had the pleasure of caravanning with about 20 people. When we arrived, we found a 

wonderful area waiting for us. It was one of the most beautiful camping spots that I‟ve ever had the privilege to 

make home for a weekend. We were less than 200 yards from Chickamauga creek, and mountains all around. The 

battle Saturday was something to behold. The Fighting Palmetto Battalion served our state well by taking a bridge 

then completely pushing the Yankees out of the woods and across the field. We took the day boys! 

 

Elections are finally over. The battalion‟s business was handled very professionally, and I for one believe we made 

some fantastic choices. The results are as follows: 

 

Colonel- Claude Sinclair   

Lt Colonel- Bruce Blackmon 

Sgt Maj- Ernie Black   

Color Sgt- Brian Sharpe 

Steve Bert Soldier of the Year- Ernie Black 

Burt Miller Service Award- David Pearson 

 

All 5 of the by-law proposals PASSED. To read the specifics just go to the battalion bulletin board and look under 

the “Battalion Business” section. 

 

The battalion voted to donate money to some very worthy causes. We gave $2000 for the preservation of the 

Catawba Rangers and the 7
th

 SC Battalion‟s flags. That money will be given through the SC Division of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans to take advantage of matching funds. We donated $1000 to the Friends of the Florence 

Stockade. For those of you that were unable to attend their memorial service in June you truly missed an opportunity 

to sleep on sacred ground. We also donated $500 to the Graffiti House at Brandy Station to preserve an inscription 

on the wall about Fort Sumter. 

 

Lastly, we set aside $500 to start a Palmetto Battalion Scholarship, and $1000 for the battalion‟s upcoming 25
th

 

anniversary. For the scholarship, a committee was formed to do the research and report back to the battalion as soon 

as possible. The anniversary committee, headed by David Pearson, is planning a wonderful celebration which will 

be discussed with the battalion on an ongoing basis. 



 

Since the battalion meeting, I have written four checks and made one deposit. I also transferred $1000 into a savings 

account for the 25
th

 Reunion Committee. The transactions are as follows: 

 

Date  Check# Description  Amount  Balance 

9/28/08  1045 Barry Turner/Meal $505.69  $10,974.22 

9/29/08  1046 SC Division/SCV  $2000.00 $8,974.22 

9/29/08  1047 Florence Stockade $1000.00 $7,974.22 

9/29/08  Transfer to Savings/25
th

 Reunion $1000.00 $6,974.22 

10/1/08  1048 Brandy St/Graffiti House $500.00  $6,474.22 

10/1/08  Deposit Battalion Dues  $40.00  $6,514.22 

 

Total Checking Balance   $6,514.22 

Total 25
th

 Reunion Savings Balance $1000.00 

  

I look forward to seeing all of you at Brattonsville. 

 

 

The Lt. Colonel’s Corner 
Bruce Blackmon  
 

I have enjoyed this past year as your Lt. Colonel and feel privileged to serve in that role again for the 

upcoming year.  I can say that the staff works hard behind the scenes to take care of the Battalion business 

and we are always thinking of ways that we can benefit the membership and enhance everyone‟s 

reenacting experience. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed Chicka-ticka-mauga . For those of us who got there on Thursday; it was four days of 

re-enacting heaven.  I always enjoy the AOT events.  General Rambo and staff always treat us well and 

they make sure that we get plenty of fight time.  The camping was good and I think proved to everyone 

that we can still enjoy ourselves and camp with less.  Guard Mount and the Grand Guard Ceremony was 

something to add to our reenacting repertoire.  The execution of the Alabama deserter was something to 

behold and very well done.  The men were as quiet as if they were in church. 

 

I think the Palmetto Battalion looked good on the field and we were better drilled than some other 

battalions.  We still need to work on „OBSTACLES‟…. And no doubt the Colonel will put this high on 

his list of drill maneuvers.  I often here in the ranks during battle that, „this or that was a cluster‟.  I have 

to admit that it seems that way to me when I tote a rifle in the ranks. I hear orders form the Colonel, the 

Lt., Colonel, the Captain, the Sgt. Major, the Lt, the Corporal and the First Sgt. It seems to be mass 

confusion.  Rest assured that the men we represent felt the same way.  From the command point of view, 

it is very satisfying to see the men end up back in a battle line after some executing some complicated 

maneuver.  This is one of the reasons that our ancestors spent so much time in drill.  Drill gave the men 

the discipline to dress the ranks even under fire.  There is one account of a Confederate commander 

putting his men through the manual of arms while they were under fire just  to calm them by giving them 

something familiar to do. It is chaotic while maneuvering large bodies of troops in battle, but imagine the 

chaos if you had not drilled at all.  

 

We need to work on recruitment during this upcoming year.  I don‟t want to see our hobby die out.  I‟m 

having too much fun to let that happen.  I want to see the Palmetto Battalion as strong or stronger twenty 

years from now as we are right now.  I hear many of our pards talk about the glory days of the Battalion 

in the past tense. I think we can make our own glory days for the future.  We can improve our hobby and 



our Battalion.  We are always open to your ideas and suggestions on how to make that happen.   With 

kind regards I remain 

 

Your servant, 

 

Bruce Blackmon 

Lt. Colonel 

Palmetto Battalion 

 

 

SC Civil War Symposium Update 

Sadly, the Civil War Symposium was the same weekend as Chickamaugua.  Hopefully there won’t be a 
conflict with a Battalion event next year, because it is WELL WORTH your time in attending.  Speakers 
were excellent, a tour of Civil War sites was outstanding, and a behind the scenes tour of the archives 
was a thrill.  Krissy Dunn Johnson gave a presentation on the Colin McRae papers, which are a major 
collection and a boost to South Carolina’s status as an academic center for the study of this time period.  
McRae was the Confederacy’s chief financial agent in Europe.  This collection of over 1,000 documents 
gives a much greater view of how our fledgling nation funded the war effort.    Dr. David Stone, the 
descendant of a Confederate who was transported by the Charleston & Savannah Railroad, has spent 
many years studying the rail system and shared how it impacted South Carolina during the conflict.  
Robert Johnson gave a presentation on the papers of  William Stone, who was a Federal officer and later 
a Freedmans Bureau head in Anderson and Edgefield.  Charles Barreras, Jr., detailed the wonderful 
improvements at the Rose Hill historic mansion in Union, home of the Gist family, and shared many 
fascinating details about the Gists.  The speaker at the dinner on Saturday was Dr. Joseph Glatthar, 
discussing General Lee and his army.   

 

SC Dept of Archives & History Archivist Patrick McCawley 
shows the tour group the original 1860 Ordinance of 
Secession.  Mike Barnes of Honea Path was part of the 
group attending the tour.   

A vast array of original documents and artifacts from South 
Carolina’s colonial and early history was on display for the 
tour.   

 
 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT THE BOONE HALL/ SECESSIONVILLE EVENT:   
 
In past years, we have been exempted from the registration fee charged to re-enactors who attend, 
because of our membership in the Palmetto Battalion. This year a $5.00 per person fee will be charged to 
help offset the ever increasing costs associated with events to pay for hay, firewood, porta-potties and the 
usual amenities for the re-enactors.   
 

 



Visit the Palmetto Battalion website: 

www.palmettobattalion.org 

 

 
 

 
Historic Brattonsville is a restored village of 18th and 19th 
century structures developed over several generations by 
members of the Bratton Family. It includes the original 
homes of the Bratton family, dwellings of early South 
Carolinians, and reproductions of buildings built between 
1760-1840. When Scot Irish and German people from 
Europe came to America, some settled first in Pennsylvania 
and then migrated to Virginia, North Carolina, and South 
Carolina. This part of the Carolinas is called the Backcountry 
which is located in the Piedmont.  

Make your plans for the weekend of 
October 18-19 to be at Brattonsville!  This 
should be an excellent event, and is on 
the site of a historic home.   

Built between 1823 and 1826 this 
imposing house was home to Dr. John 
Simpson Bratton and his wife Harriet 
Rainey Bratton. Dr. Bratton was a son of 
Col. William and Martha Bratton. By the 
time this house was constructed the 
Brattons were a wealthy and influential 
family, so John and Harriet’s home and 
possessions reflected their high social 
prominence. The side wings were 
probably added by 1828. Dr. Bratton died 
unexpectedly in 1843. Harriet continued 
to live in the house and with the help of 
her sons she managed the large 
plantation. In 1853 she paid for the 
construction of a grand Greek Revival 
porch. She remained in the house until 
her death in 1874. Brattons continued to 
live in the house until 1915 when the last 
member of the family moved to York. The 
house was then occupied by a succession 
of tenants and eventually was 
abandoned.   

In the 1970s local concerned citizens 
rallied to save the house and restoration 
began in 1975. The house is now 
furnished to reflect 1840s taste and 
styles, and many of the furnishings were 
crafted in the Carolina Piedmont and 
show a distinctive southern furniture 
heritage.   

Historic Brattonsville was chosen as the 
site for the filming of the Academy Award 
winning Motion Picture "The Patriot", with 
some of the movie's most memorable 
scenes filmed on site of the Bratton 
Family Plantation home. 

 

 

http://www.palmettobattalion.org/


DAYTRIPS FOR THE WAR BETWEEN THE STATES FAN: 
 
There are many sites in the Columbia area if you want to take your family or friends on a day trip to check 
out Civil War history!  There are many sites in the downtown area which are part of the Sherman March 
on Columbia (Feb 15-17, 1865).   
 
The SC State House construction begain in 1856, but by 1865, the building still lacked a roof and interior.  
Stars mark where the walls were hit by cannonballs but the building was at least spared.   
 
Trinity Episcopal Cathedral (100 Sumter St.) is the site of the graves of five SC governors, 3 
Confederate generals (Wade Hampton III, Ellison Capers, and States Rights Gist), as well as Henry 
Timrod, the poet laureate of the Confederacy.   
 
USCôs Horseshoe buildings were used as a hospital by the CSA, and later by Sherman.  The South 
Carolinana library contains the surrender note to Sherman from the mayor of Columbia as well as Mary 
Chesnut’s original diaries.   
 
Hampton Preston House (1615 Blanding St) was built in 1818, and in 1823 was sold to Wade Hampton 
I.  When Sherman invaded Columbia, Gen. Logan used the house for his headquarters.  It was spared 
from burning due to the Ursaline nuns who were given permission by Sherman to move into it after 
Federals destroyed their convent.   
 
Mills House/Columbia Theological Seminary (1616 Blanding) dorm space was rented to Confederate 
refugees, and hospital supplies were stored in the chapel.   
 
Chesnut Cottage (1718 Hampton St.) is now a bed and breakfast.  Gen. James Chesnut and his wife 
rented the cottage in 1864-65.  Portions of her diary were written while there.  President Davis gave a 
speech from the porch on Oct. 5, 1864.   
 
Siebels-Hale-Elmore House (1601 Richland St) is considered to be the oldest structure in the city of 
Columbia, believed to have been built in 1796.  It remained in the Siebels family from 1860 until 1984.   

 

 
 

 
Please send information for the next Vindicator to: 

Julia Barnes - juliabarnes@charter.net 
Mike Barnes ɀ barnesfarm@charter.net 

(next issue:  December) 
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