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Parade Rest ï Col. Claude Sinclair 

 

Getting Back To Basics 

 

When I became the Sgt. Major I thought that I would no longer have to 

worry about the School of the Soldier and School of the Company.  Did I 

get a rude awakening!  I found that each company had their own version 

of the drill manual.  One common thing that I kept hearing was, ñWell, 

this is the way we have always done itò or, ñThis is want I was taughtò.  My answer is 

that the way you have always done it is wrong or someone taught you wrong.  Each NCO 

should have a drill manual and they should study and apply it.  Each Officer should have 

the School of the Battalion and he should study it.  I promise you that I am going to study 

more and I hope that you will make the same commitment.  Each and every one of you 

should plan to attend the School of the NCO.   I will give out the new drill for next year 

and we will again teach the basics to NCOôs.  Each NCO will be tested.  This is 

something that the 26
th
 NC does and it is successful.  If a NCO canôt properly teach 

ñStack Armsò then that NCO should not be in a leadership role.  I still see NCOôs that 

canôt stack arms.  I still see NCOôs that donôt know the School of the Soldier.  This is 

why the School of the NCO is important.   Most officers still donôt know the basic bugle 

calls.  Hopefully next year we will all improve.   
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Out of State Events 

 

I am going to continue to push out-of-state events.  The Georgia Volunteer Battalion will 

be attending Aiken and will be Confederate again this year.  In return they are extending 

an invitation for the Palmetto Battalion to attend the Battle of Resaca as Confederate.  

Some of the best battles that I have witnessed had been at Resaca.  We will most likely 

camp garrison style which means that you can bring your A or Common tent.  I will 

expect properly set-up company streets with no flies on the Company streets.  Resaca is 

mid May.  During September we are considering the Battle of Atlanta.    

 

Appomattox Living History  

 

We have been invited to do a living history during early October at Appomattox National 

Park/Court House.   This will be infantry only with some standards that I will announce 

later.  We were invited to attend a Living History during the 3
rd

 weekend in April but that 

conflicted with the Battle of Charleston.   So I will be pushing three out of state events 

next year.  I think that we can support those three events. 

 

Your Obedient Servant, 

 

Claude Sinclair 

Colonel 

Palmetto Battalion 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

Jan 10 School Of The NCO / Officer - Florence Event Site   

Feb 7-8 Rivers Bridge - Allendale, SC   

Feb 21-22 Battle Of Aiken - Aiken, SC   

Mar 7-8 The Columns - Florence, SC    

Apr 4-5 Battle Of Cheraw - Cheraw, SC   

Apr 18-19 Battle Of Charleston, Charleston, SC ï Other   

May 2-3 Battle For Columbia - Columbia, SC   

May 16-17 Battle Of Resaca - Resaca, GA   

Aug 22 Camp Of Instruction - Aiken, SC   

Sep 5-6 Battle Of Atlanta - Proposed Event   

TBA Palmetto Battalion Elections - Sesqui Park - Columbia, SC   

Oct 24-25 Brattonsville - McConnells, SC   

Nov 14-15 Secessionville - Charleston, SC    

 

 

http://www.battleofchas.com/Driiving%2520Map.htm



